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Letters

Subject - Fair go for wind

Bill McKibben will be at Atheneum in Melbourne on 7 June to explain catastrophic risk of ignoring 
the carbon bubble. It’s critical that we start a wartime speed of investment in renewable energy so 
we can shutdown coal, oil and gas power.  Just weeks after WW2 was declared, aircraft were 
already on the production line. Right now, the only practical options available for zero carbon 
energy are wind and big solar in combination.
In mainstream media, especially Murdoch channels, wind power only ever gets a brief mention, 
usually a negative, partial snap shot. Let’s try here for a more complete picture. In Australia, the 
media always want a stoush between groups for and against any issue, even provoking opposing 
groups as in race riots, carbon tax blockades etc. 
Main protest group against wind power is small, the Waubra Foundation. It’s never been based in 
Waubra.  Nor is it a Foundation, doing nothing for general public good, only objecting to wind farm 
projects. Their only notable spokesperson is Dr Sarah Laurie, a family GP but registration now 
lapsed for longer than the time she practised.  
Second group is Landscape Guardians, also misleading, caring nothing about Landscape or 
Guardianship. Financed by csg and mining interests, they do nothing more than make sure noisy, 
threatening protesters attend community consultation on the subject of new wind farms.
At community consultations, Sarah usually attends but declines to appear as an expert, admitting 
she doesn’t have any expertise. She presents well, even conceding Climate Change is real. TV folks 
like her consistent, clear, simple opinion, often repeated concern, discrediting science, claiming 
“little people” are sick, because of wind farms, imposed by big corporations, who “won’t listen” to 
their stories about sickness, for which there are no symptoms which can be clinically diagnosed.
The world had previously installed tens of thousands of wind turbines, with people close by, not 
suffering any ill effects, before Sarah, along with Dr Nina Pierpont, a pediatrician, coined the 
term Wind Turbine Syndrome (WTS) in 2009. Alleged symptoms are sleeping problems and 
headaches but no more than found in populations remote from wind farms. It's been widely 
discredited by the scientific community. It's not caused by wind turbines, but, rather, anxiety and 
fear. A more accurate term for the condition would be Pierpont-Laurie Syndrome. 
National Health Service UK investigated Pierpont's research, concluding: "This study provides no 
conclusive evidence that wind turbines have any effect on health or are causing the set of symptoms 
described here as 'wind turbine syndrome'. The study design was weak, the study was small and 
there was no comparison group.”
From recent NHMRC report comparing intensity of noise - in busy office 60dBA / car at 64kph at 
100m 55dBA /  wind farm at 350m 35-45dBA /  quiet bedroom 35dBA. Extra special equipment is 



needed to measure low frequency infra sound energy, claimed main cause of sickness. Intensity is 
hardly measurable and equivalent to noise from wind turbulence around fleshy part of your ear.
Tests have shown that people supposedly susceptible to complaints, when turbines are not visible 
from inside test house, claim symptoms even when wind turbines are stopped! 
It’s now critical to cut CO2 emissions. We have very few options. Wind turbines are essential, big 
ones, many thousands of them as fast as manufacturing for WW2. But some community 
consultations still end with the convenor deferring decision, pending more research and evidence. 
How many times do tests need to be repeated without producing any health hazard results? How 
come the wind turbine industry is guilty until proven innocent?
++++++++
About bird deaths, lights behind clear glass windows, also cats, cause far more bird deaths than 
wind turbines.
Some complaints may be valid but from psychological rather than direct physiological effects. 
These psychological effects are equivalent to things like “pointing the bone” or sticking pins in 
voodoo dolls, which some claim can cause symptoms, up to and including, death.
From wealth of information at http://ramblingsdc.net/Australia/
WindProblems.html#Noise_and_wind_turbines, here's an example of Sarah Laurie being cause of 
problem. The following was given as evidence by Mr Johnathon Upson, Senior Development 
Manager of Infigen Energy at the Melbourne session of the Senate Committee on the Impact of 
Rural Wind Farms:
"We're talking about over 100 turbines, almost 140 turbines, operating there. Very interestingly, we 
completed Lake Bonney stage 1, Lake Bonney stage 2 – 99 turbines up and running for years. We 
proposed a third stage, another 13 turbines. Do you know how many objections the council 
received? Zero; not one objection to another stage of the wind farm. In the planning process for 
another wind farm nearby, Sarah Laurie came to town a couple of months ago and told everybody 
who would listen that they are going to get sick from being near wind turbines. Now the Woakwine 
project has got 10 objections, solely based on health concerns. To me, there’s only one inescapable 
conclusion, that there’s a much higher correlation between wind turbine health concerns and Sarah 
Laurie visiting than there is between wind turbine health concerns and over 130 turbines operating 
near neighbouring residences."
Other objections are that wind power is intermittent. Germany has recently been scoring as much as 
30% of electricity from wind http://reneweconomy.com.au/2013/graph-of-the-day-renewables-
provide-half-germanys-energy-67057. Results in South Australia are just as good. In general, the 
electricity grid only runs at 100% capacity for 1 or 2 days, every 1 or 2 years. Wind makes a 
valuable contribution. Coal power is never available 100% of the time. Failure of 1 large coal plant 
causes much more harm than 1 wind turbine out of service.
Cost is another one but only in comparison with coal fired electricity. Our coal plants are quite 
ancient now and need to be replaced rather than wait for catastrophic failure. Capital cost for wind 
power is now equal or less than  coal but much cheaper than coal with fairy tale CCS(carbon 
capture and storage). Obviously there’s continuous cost of coal fuel, except it’s free in La Trobe 
Valley, which is why they won’t convert to gas, not unless us taxpayers make gas free also. Even 
then it’s only 50% less CO2 than coal.
Wind and solar is where we need to go, sooner, rather than later, before we can only manage too 
little too late. It’s time the squeaky wheel, tiny minority of objectors to wind farms got their fair 
share of attention from general news media, essentially none at all,
One furphy of objection is change to value of adjacent properties. The fact that, based on opinion 
only, not actual sale of property, somebody at South Gippsland Shire conceded a rate reduction, for 
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construction time, for an adjacent wind farm. It’s the most exciting news that the anti wind lobby 
have ever had. Meanwhile http://www.lpma.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/117621/
t0L51WT8.pdf is a comprehensive study, which shows actual sales of land have been at improved 
price. This includes Waubra. 
Investigation by CSIRO shows that many more people are for, rather than against, in wind farm 
communities.  http://www.smh.com.au/environment/energy-smart/strong-support-for-wind-farms-
obscured-says-csiro-report-20120117-1q4pj.html
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